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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR THE
CONTINUOUS OPERATION OF MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to automatic musi-
cal instruments. More specifically, the present invention
relates to the operation of musical instruments that perform in
a manner similar to a conventional music box.

2. Description of the Related Art

Various apparatus for operating musical instruments and
thereby enabling them to perform musical fragments, by way
of percussion and/or vibration effects, are well known in the
art. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,651,731, 6,153,822,
7,642,730, 6,291,749, 4,144,791, 6,960,711 and 7,544,870.

The earliest examples of such an apparatus usually had a
rotary cylinder or barrel that is fitted with pegs or similar
members which, directly or through some other mechanism,
acted upon sound devices, such as slats, strings, tongues or
others of similar nature. In certain cases, as occurs with music
boxes, the above-mentioned pegs are fixed and it is not fea-
sible to change their position at will in order to vary the
musical composition.

Traditionally, music boxes have been limited by the size of
the cylindrical shaped body or barrel upon which the music
itself can be represented. Upon activation, only the music
described by the physical representation of the barrel can be
expressed, and nothing more. Upon one single revolution of
the cylindrical body, the music repeats itself, thus limiting the
musical composition reproduction to a fraction of a complete
piece. This is an extreme limitation that, if it could be over-
come, would greatly extend the useful range of music boxes.

An improvement on this range limitation of the traditional
music box has been the addition of user-removable pegs. This
improvement allowed for changing the barrel music to suit
the user, but the resulting improved music boxes are still
limited by the temporal duration of the music that can be
mechanically fitted onto a barrel and played in a single revo-
Iution of the barrel or cylinder.

Player pianos and their modern counterpart, the reproduc-
ing piano, are another type of automated musical instrument
intended to perform musical compositions independently—
i.e., without real-time, human interaction or input. Typically,
the apparatus for these instruments use perforated metal discs
or barrels, paper piano rolls, or, in the case of the modern
reproducing piano, MIDI computer connections and/or digi-
tal CD-ROM interfaces which drive the piano through pneu-
matic or electronic means to reproduce musical compositions
automatically.

While pianos utilizing these technologies are typically
capable of reproducing full or nearly full compositions with-
out much real-time, human interaction, they do have limita-
tions. For example, such instruments when playing do not
provide those in the vicinity of them with the visual stimula-
tion provided by a music box’s standard rotating cylinder or
barrel.

Thus, there continues to exist a need for an apparatus that
can better automate the playing of certain types of musical
instruments so as to enable them to play a longer temporal
duration of, or a greater percentage of, a musical composition
than that which can be mechanically fitted onto a rotating
cylinder or barrel and played in a single revolution of the
barrel.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Recognizing the need for an improvement to an automated
musical instrument, of the type that creates music by way of
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percussion and/or vibration effects—such as a music box,
that will allow for a greater percentage of a musical compo-
sition to be played than that which can be mechanically fitted
onto the music box’s barrel and played in a single revolution
of the barrel, the present invention is generally directed to
providing such an improved, automated musical instrument.

A preferred embodiment of the present invention is an
apparatus that allows one to control the operation of a musical
instrument of the type that includes a plurality of acoustical
members and strikers, wherein each of these strikers is con-
figured to actuate the creation of sound from one of the
acoustical members. This embodiment includes: (a) a rotat-
ably mounted, circular cylinder, (b) a plurality of rings of
individual, spaced-apart lights that are located on the cylin-
der’s outer surface, (¢) a plurality of photosensors, each of
which has a field of view and a configuration adapted to: (c,)
orient the field of view of the photosensor towards a point
through which passes the path of one of the rings of lights as
the cylinder is rotated about its axial centerline, and (c, ) yield
a photosensor output signal that is capable of controlling the
temporal operation of one of the strikers, (d) a rotation sensor
having a configuration adapted to detect the rotational posi-
tion of the cylinder’s outer surface and to generate a rotation
output signal that is indicative of this rotational position, (e) a
power source having a configuration adapted to supply the
power necessary to illuminate the rings of lights, (f) a pro-
grammable controller with a cooperating memory storage
element, (g) a means for inputting into the memory storage
element a music input signal having the information neces-
sary to cause the acoustical members to perform over time as
necessary to play the desired musical composition, and (h) a
software program configured to receive the music input signal
and the rotation output signal and use these to generate a
control signal for the power source that yields the temporal
distribution of power necessary to intermittently illuminate
the rings of lights as they are passing through the fields of
view of the photosensors so that the resulting photosensor
output signals will cause the strikers to create with the acous-
tic members those sounds required to play the desired musical
composition.

A first variant of this embodiment is achieved by config-
uring its lights so that they are of differing colors and variable
intensity, and to then further configure its software program
s0 as to vary the illumination intensity or colors of these lights
so as to provide more precise control of the photosensor
output signals and the resulting quality that can be achieved in
any musical composition that is played by the apparatus.

By temporarily deactivating the present invention’s photo-
sensors through a “mute” button or other means, and thus
deactivating their programmed action to cause the strikers to
create with the acoustic members those sounds required to
play the desired musical composition, the present invention
can be converted into an apparatus whose intermittently illu-
minated lights can help a student to learn how to play a
musical instrument of the type that includes a plurality of
acoustical members that must be struck, plucked or actuated
in the proper manner and at the proper times in order to play
a desired musical composition.

Thus, there has been summarized above (rather broadly
and understanding that there are other preferred embodiments
which have not been summarized above) the present inven-
tion in order that the detailed description that follows may be
better understood and appreciated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a perspective, frontal, exterior view of an 8-note,
C-major diatonic scale version of a music box embodiment of
the present invention.
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FIG. 1B is a perspective, rear, exterior view of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1A, but with its rotatable cylinder
removed.

FIG. 1C is a perspective, exterior view of the rotatable
cylinder that is used in the embodiment shown in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 1D is a perspective, top, exterior view of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1A, but with its rotatable cylinder
removed.

FIG. 2 is a perspective, exterior view of a 15-note, chro-
matic scale version of a music box embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective, exterior view of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1A, but with a fixed, non-planar LCD screen
wrapped around the cylinder or barrel in a manner that it
replaces the placement and function of the mounted rings of
lights.

FIG. 4 is a perspective, exterior view of an upright piano
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective, exterior view of a classic table-top
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a perspective, exterior view of the spaced-apart,
rings of intermittently illuminatable lights on a rotating cyl-
inder used to control their associated acoustic members digi-
tally while animated on a computer, hand held tablet, or cell
phone screen.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram for the electrical cir-
cuitry that would be suitable for the music box embodiments
shown in the prior FIGS.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Before explaining at least one embodiment of the present
invention in detail, it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited in its application to the details of construction and
to the arrangements of the components set forth in the fol-
lowing description or illustrated in the drawings. The inven-
tion is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced
and carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood
that the phraseology and terminology employed herein are for
the purpose of description and should not be regarded as
limiting.

As previously noted, traditional music boxes are limited by
the physical size of the cylinder that such boxes use to convey
the music which they are to play. This limitation makes it
possible for a traditional music box to usually only play a
fraction of a standard length, musical composition.

The present invention overcomes this limitation and makes
it possible for an automated musical instrument, of the type
that creates music by way of percussion and/or vibration
effects, to play entire musical compositions of any desired
length or temporal duration. This is accomplished by the
present invention using spaced-apart, rings of intermittently
illuminatable lights on a rotating cylinder (instead of strate-
gically placed pegs or physical extrusions on a cylinder’s
outer surface) and whose illumination patterns can be pro-
grammed to change on each revolution of the cylinder and an
array of photosensors to identify when certain of these lights
are illuminated and, in response to such an illumination sig-
nal, then causing the strikers of the musical instrument to
actuate its acoustical members to play a musical composition
of any desired duration.

Knowledge of the sounds created by such an instrument’s
acoustical members and how and when each of these must be
struck or plucked to play a certain musical composition
enables one to begin to write a musical composition, com-
puter program that helps a programmable controller or central
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4

processing unit to control the temporal supply of power that
intermittently on each revolution of the cylinder illuminates
the various lights and thereby generates the photosensor sig-
nals that determine when and how the various acoustical
members are sounded. Also inputted into this programmable
controller is the output signal from a rotation sensor which
monitors the rotation rate or angular location of the instru-
ment’s cylinder and its rings of lights so these rotating lights
can be properly timed to illuminate when they are rotating and
passing through the field of view of the photosensors that are
associated with specific strikers that need to act to create the
properly timed and modulated sounds from the instrument’s
acoustical members.

Thus, this instrument’s controller can be pre-programmed
to update the intermittent illumination of its lights for each
revolution that its cylinder makes in an infinitely varying and
continuous manner until any desired musical composition is
reproduced acoustically. This capability effectively revolu-
tionizes the way in which music boxes and other automated
and interactive musical instruments can be played. Addition-
ally, in a dark room, the present invention, with its rotating
and intermittently illuminated lights, puts on a very nice light
show with musical accompaniment.

Shown in FIG. 1 is a perspective, exterior view of an
8-note, C-major diatonic scale version of a music box
embodiment of the present invention. It is seen to include: (a)
a circular cylinder 2 which has an outer surface 4 with proxi-
mal 6 and distal 8 ends and an axial centerline that extends
between these ends, see FIG. 1C, (b) a frame 10 that is
configured to mount the cylinder so that it rotates about its
axial centerline, (c) eight acoustical members 12 (e.g., bells,
metal or wooden bars, strings, pluckable pins or other) that
are mounted to the frame, see also FIG. 1B, and (d) eight
strikers 14 (e.g., actuators, solenoids, motors, or other) that
are also mounted to the frame, with each of these being
associated with one of the acoustic members and configured
s0 as to intermittently cause sound to be created from its
associated acoustical member when the striker receives an
appropriate input signal.

This version of the present invention also includes (e) eight
rings of individual, spaced-apart lights 16 (e.g., LEDs, incan-
descent, or other) that are located on the cylinder’s outer
surface and at specified, spaced-apart, axial distance from the
cylinder’s proximal end, (f) eight photosensors 18 (e.g., light
dependent resistors, photodiodes, photovoltaics, or other)
that are mounted to the frame so that the field of view of each
of these aligns with the axial location on the cylinder about
which one of the rings of lights is rotating, and with each of
these photosensors being configured to provide a light output
signal, when an intermittently illuminated light rotates
through its field of view, that is sufficient to cause the striker
with which the photosensor is associated to be actuated so that
it brings forth from its associated acoustical member the
properly timed and modulated sound that is called for by the
musical composition which the musical instrument is sup-
posed to be playing, (g) a rotation sensor 20 (e.g., rotary
encoder, magnetic encoder, Hall-effect sensor, or other) that
is mounted on the frame and configured to detect the rota-
tional position relative to the frame of the cylinder’s distal end
upon which is mounted the moving portion 21 of the sensor
(e.g., magnet, magnetic encoder, indicator, or other), and to
consequently generate a proportional rotational-position sig-
nal that can be used to control the operation of the apparatus,
and (h) various control knobs and a digital readout means 23
on the front of the frame that enable a user to control the audio
volume, the speed of the cylinder and therefore the tempo of
the music, and the play/pause, etc. functions of the instru-
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ment—additionally, a “mute” button on the frame enables a
no-striker mode of operation or a “learning mode” in which a
user can observe the intermittently illuminated and rotating
lights to better learn how to strike, pluck or actuate the instru-
ment’s acoustic members in the proper manner and at the
proper times in order to play a desired musical composition.

Shown in FIG. 1D is a perspective view of the interior
region of the music box embodiment. It is seen to include the
control system for the lighting system of the apparatus. It
includes: (i) a lightening power regulator 22 that coverts or
adjusts the incoming line voltage or battery voltage which
powers the apparatus to supply the power necessary to inter-
mittently illuminate the rings of lights and play a desired
musical composition, (j) a means for inputting and storing in
the apparatus a music input signal or data with the informa-
tion necessary to cause the acoustical members to perform as
required to play a desired musical composition. There are
many ways that this music input means can be arranged and
operated. For example, it could consist of a memory device 24
which contains an acoustic member software program that
identifies for any form of inputted music the timing and order,
etc. in which the various acoustical members are to be actu-
ated to play one or more desired musical compositions, and
(k) a programmable controller or central processing unit
(CPU) 26 that is configured to utilize it operating software
program, which takes as its the music input signal and the
rotational-position output signal, and generates a signal to
control or regulate the operation of the lighting power source
so that the temporal distribution of power necessary to illu-
minate the rings of lights passing on each revolution of the
cylinder through the fields of view ofthe photosensors is such
that the resulting signal will cause the strikers to create from
their associated acoustic members the sounds required to play
a desired musical composition.

Although FIGS. 1A-1D show an 8-note, C-major diatonic
scale version of a music box embodiment of the present
invention, it should be noted that many other versions of
similar music boxes can be constructed using the general
concepts that have been disclosed above. For example, FIG. 2
shows a perspective, exterior view of an 15-note, chromatic
scale version of a similar music box.

A further example, FIG. 3 shows a perspective, exterior
view of the music box embodiment that utilizes an LCD
screen 28 wrapped around the cylinder or barrel in such a
manner that the LCD screen replaces the placement and func-
tion of the aforementioned cylinder mounted rings of lights
and rotation sensor by presenting an image of such a rotating
cylinder with intermittently, illuminated lights. Yet another
example, FIG. 4 shows a perspective, exterior view of a piano
embodiment 30 that has installed spaced-apart, rings of inter-
mittently, illuminatable lights on a rotating cylinder used to
control their associated piano acoustic members required to
play a desired musical composition. A still further example,
FIG. 5 shows a perspective, exterior view of a classic table-
top, music box embodiment 32 that has installed spaced-
apart, rings of intermittently, illuminatable lights on a rotating
cylinder used to control their associated music box acoustic
members required to play a desired musical composition. A
last example, FIG. 6 shows a perspective, exterior view of the
spaced-apart, rings of intermittently, illuminatable lights on a
rotating cylinder used to control their associated acoustic
members digitally while animated on a computer, hand held
tablet or cell phone screen 34.

The engineering, testing and construction of the initial
prototypes of this apparatus proceeded in a standard manner.
The electronic circuitry for the apparatus was designed and
first assembled on a breadboard form, then the design was
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documented in CAD/CAM software with full schematics,
printed circuit boards were manufactured, and then the nec-
essary component parts were soldered onto the boards and
this whole electronic portion was assembled and put into a
final packaged form. FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram for
the type of electrical circuitry that would be suitable for use in
the various embodiments of the present invention that are
disclosed herein. Since there are many electrical circuit con-
figurations that are capable of achieving the desired operation
of'the present invention, this schematic should be considered
in no way to limit the scope of the present invention. For
example, it could be that a commercial version of this elec-
trical circuitry of the present invention would involve the use
of flexible printed circuit boards with appropriate LEDS situ-
ated or installed on them to form the necessary rings of lights.

All the initial software programming for the apparatus was
written by the inventor in a C++ Derivative Programming
Language with support from libraries created in the public
space. Ultimately, it is anticipated that the software for a
commercial version of the apparatus would be coded in C++
and be proprietary in nature.

The design, selection and assembly of the mechanical com-
ponents of this apparatus encountered only minor problems
and is considered to be within the knowledge realm of an
experienced mechanical engineer and will therefore not be
discussed further herein. It can be noted that it was possible to
construct most of the initial mechanical parts by having them
3D printed. However, it is anticipated that commercial pro-
duction of the present invention’s various mechanical com-
ponents will likely require the fabrication of injection molded
parts or the use of similar plastic manufacturing techniques.

While the above discussion has pertained to a music box
version of the present invention, it should be recognized that
the present invention is capable of many other versions. For
example, a second version or variant of the present invention
could be as a teaching tool for a student who follows the
illumination of the apparatus’ lights with the sound muted
and tries to strike the appropriate keys on a xylophone or
piano in response to the temporally varying illumination of
the lights. In this version, the key components of the present
invention are reduced to only a circular cylinder on which are
mounted rings of lights, a rotation sensor, a lightening power
regulator, a means for inputting and storing in the apparatus a
music input signal, and a programmable controller which has
a software program that is configured to receive the music
input signal and the rotation sensor’s output signal and use
them to generate a signal to control the temporal distribution
of power necessary to illuminate the rings oflights so that this
illumination is representative of the music which the student
is to try to create.

A third version of the present invention is that in which the
apparatus is modified so that it takes as its musical input in the
form of downloadable songs and utilizes a musical adapter
software program to convert such songs to the lighting
instructions that are needed to have, for example, a piano play
such songs so as to provide ambient room music and wherein
the piano’s strings replace the acoustical members of the
music box version described above. In this version, the key
components of the present invention are a circular cylinder on
which are mounted rings of lights, a rotation sensor, photo-
sensors and associated means for actuating a piano’s strikers,
a lightening power regulator, a means for inputting (e.g., a
MIDI plug) and storing in the apparatus a music input signal,
the musical adapter software program and a programmable
controller that is configured to receive the musical adapter
software program’s output signal and use it to generate a
signal to control the temporal distribution of power necessary
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to illuminate the rings of lights so that this illumination causes
the piano to play the desired, inputted music.

Another version of the present invention would be that in
which the apparatus is modified so as to use colored lighting
(e.g., colored LEDs) to both enhance the quality of the light
show provided by the present invention while also using these
differing colors as to convey different musical instructions,
such as tempo, loudness, rests, double strikes, off beat pat-
terns, etc., to the apparatus’ acoustical members. Alterna-
tively, the present invention can be programmed so as to vary
the brightness ofits lights so as to convey musical instructions
for loudness, etc. Additionally, it should be noted that, while
we have above only discussed the present invention as com-
municating musical instructions, the present invention can
convey other forms of information.

Yet another version of the present invention would be that
in which the apparatus is modified so as to use a fixed location
flexible, non-planar LCD screen wrapped around the cylinder
or barrel in a manner that it replaces the placement and func-
tion of the aforementioned cylinder mounted rings of lights
and rotation sensor. Such a configuration would allow an
animation to flow around the cylinder or barrel on the LCD
screen such that its properly located illuminations would pass
through the fields of view of the photosensors in such a way
that the resulting signal will cause the strikers to create from
their associated acoustic members the sounds required to play
a desired musical composition.

A still further version of the present invention would be that
ofit in a digital form—i.e., a LED ladened cylinder or barrel
transmitting musical (or other) information as if it were all
just an animation on a video screen that serves the same
function of the photosensors in generating output signals that
can be used to control a musical instrument or other device.
With such lighted barrel animation being shown on the screen
of'a smart phone or computer device, one could just stick the
smart phone into a standalone toy that is configured with a
reader that can accept its musical or other informative inputs
from a smart phone’s screen. Alternatively, a software pro-
gram or application could be written for such a smart phone or
device that would convert the information contained in the
lighted barrel animation on the device’s screen into a format
that would allow this information to be conveyed by other
means (e.g., bluetooth or USB connectivity). Since it is well
know in the art as to how to write such software programs, no
further discussion will be provided herein on how to accom-
plish such a task.

While the above discussion has so far focused on appara-
tuses for implementing the present invention, it should also be
understood that the present invention can also be described as
a method for converting musical or other data information
signals into instructions that can cause a musical instrument
or other device to take a desired action in response to such
inputted information. In general, the key steps required to
implement such methods include: (1) inputting and storing a
musical or other information input signal, (2) mounting rings
of lights on the outer surface of a rotatable circular cylinder,
(3) utilizing photosensors aligned so that their fields of view
are focused so as to capture the temporally varying illumina-
tion that comes from each of the rings of lights, (4) utilizing a
rotation sensor to continuously monitor the rotational loca-
tion of the cylinder’s outer surface and its rings of lights, and
(5) utilizing a programmable controller that is configured to
receive the information input signal and the rotation sensor’s
output signal and use them to generate a temporally varying
signal to control the distribution of power necessary to illu-
minate the rings of lights so that this temporally varying
illumination pattern is representative of the information
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inputted and sufficient to cause an external device or instru-
ment (e.g., amusic box with strikers and acoustical members)
to perform in a desired manner (e.g., play a desired musical
composition) in response to the inputted information signal.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the prin-
ciples ofthe present invention. Further, since numerous modi-
fications and changes will readily occur to those skilled in the
art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact con-
struction and operation shown and described herein. Accord-
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention that are
set forth in the claims to the invention.

I claim:

1. An apparatus that allows one to control the operation of
a musical instrument of the type that includes a plurality of
acoustical members and strikers, wherein each of these strik-
ers is configured to actuate the creation of sound from one of
the acoustical members, said apparatus comprising:

a rotatably mounted, circular cylinder having an outer sur-
face with an axial centerline that extends between said
ends,

a plurality of rings of individual, spaced-apart lights that
are located on the outer surface of said cylinder,

a plurality of photosensors, each of which has a field of
view and a configuration adapted to orient the field of
view of said photosensor towards a point through which
passes the path of one of said rings of spaced-apart lights
as said cylinder is rotated about its axial centerline and
with said photosensor configuration further adapted to
yield a photosensor output signal that is capable of con-
trolling the temporal operation of one of said strikers,

a rotation sensor having a configuration adapted to con-
tinuously detect the rotational position of the outer sur-
face of said cylinder and to generate an rotation output
signal that is indicative of the rotational position of the
outer surface of said cylinder,

a power source having a configuration adapted to supply
the power necessary to illuminate said rings of spaced-
apart lights,

a programmable controller with a cooperating memory
storage element,

a means for inputting into said memory storage element of
said programmable controller a music input signal hav-
ing the information necessary to cause said acoustical
members to perform over time as necessary to play a
desired musical composition, and

a software program having a configuration adapted to
allow said program to be stored in said memory storage
element and operate said controller so as to receive said
music input signal and said rotation output signal and
use these to generate a control signal for said power
source that yields the temporal distribution of power
necessary to intermittently illuminate said rings of lights
as they are passing through the fields of view of said
photosensors so that the resulting photosensor output
signals will cause said strikers to create with said acous-
tic members those sounds required to play said desired
musical composition.

2. The apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein:

said means for inputting is a MIDI connector.

3. The apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein:

said lights are of varying colors, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination of the colors of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
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output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

4. The apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein:

said lights are of varying colors, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination of the colors of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

5. The apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

6. The apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

7. The apparatus as recited in claim 3, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

8. The apparatus as recited in claim 4, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

9. An apparatus that helps a student to learn how to play a

musical instrument of the type that includes a plurality of
acoustical members that must be struck, plucked or actuated
in the proper manner and at the proper times in order to play
a desired musical composition, said apparatus comprising:

a rotatably mounted, circular cylinder having an outer sur-
face with an axial centerline that extends between said
ends,

a plurality of rings of individual, spaced-apart lights that
are located on the outer surface of said cylinder and
situated so that said rings of lights are in the field of view
of said student when said student is attempting to play
said desired musical composition,

a rotation sensor having a configuration adapted to con-
tinuously detect the rotational position of the outer sur-
face of said cylinder and to generate an rotation output
signal that is indicative of said rotational position of the
outer surface of said cylinder,

a power source having a configuration adapted to supply
the power necessary to illuminate said rings of spaced-
apart lights,

a programmable controller with a memory storage ele-
ment,
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a means for inputting into said memory storage element of
said programmable controller a music input signal hav-
ing the information necessary to cause said acoustical
members to perform over time as necessary to play said
desired musical composition, and

a software program having a configuration adapted to
receive said music input signal and said rotation output
signal and to use these to generate a control signal for
said power source that yields the temporal distribution of
power necessary to intermittently illuminate said rings
of lights in a manner that is instructive to said student as
to how and when to actuate said acoustical members so
as to play said desired musical composition.

10. The apparatus as recited in claim 9, wherein:

said means for inputting is a MIDI connector.

11. The apparatus as recited in claim 9, wherein:

said lights are of varying colors, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination of the colors of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

12. The apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein:

said lights are of varying colors, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination of the colors of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

13. The apparatus as recited in claim 9, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

14. The apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

15. The apparatus as recited in claim 11, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

16. The apparatus as recited in claim 12, wherein:

said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further instruction to said student
as to how and when to actuate said acoustical members
so as to play said desired musical composition.

17. An apparatus that allows one to control the operation of

a musical instrument of the type that includes a plurality of
acoustical members and strikers, wherein each of said strikers
is configured to actuate the creation of sound from at least one
of said acoustical members, said apparatus comprising:

a visual display means for displaying the image of a rotat-
ably mounted, circular cylinder having an outer surface
with an axial centerline that extends between said ends,
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and, located on the outer surface of said cylinder, a
plurality of rings of individual, spaced-apart, intermit-
tently, illuminatable lights,

a plurality of photosensors, each of which has a field of
view and a configuration adapted to orient the field of
view of said photosensor towards a point through which
passes the path of the image of one of said rings of
spaced-apart lights as said cylinder is rotated about said
axial centerline and with said photosensor configuration
further adapted to yield a photosensor output signal that
is capable of controlling the temporal operation of one of
said strikers,

a rotation sensor having a configuration adapted to con-
tinuously detect the rotational position of the image of
said outer surface of said cylinder and to generate an
rotation output signal that is indicative of the rotational
position of the outer surface of said cylinder,

a programmable controller with a cooperating memory
storage element,

a means for inputting into said memory storage element of
said programmable controller a music input signal hav-
ing the information necessary to cause said acoustical
members to perform over time as necessary to play a
desired musical composition, and

a software program having a configuration adapted to
allow said program to be stored in said memory storage
element and operate said controller so as to receive said
music input signal and said rotation output signal and
use these to generate a control signal for said visual
display means that yields said image with temporally
varying illumination of said rings of lights as they are
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passing through the fields of view of said photosensors
so that the resulting photosensor output signals will
cause said strikers to create with said acoustic members
those sounds required to play said desired musical com-
position.

18. The apparatus as recited in claim 17, wherein

said images of said lights are of varying colors, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination of the colors of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

19. The apparatus as recited in claim 17, wherein

said images of said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.

20. The apparatus as recited in claim 18, wherein

said images of said lights are of varying intensity, and

said configuration of said software program is further
adapted to control the illumination intensity of said
lights so as to provide further control of said photosensor
output signals and the operation of said strikers and
acoustic members in playing said desired musical com-
position.



